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Agency:  Commerce, Community and Economic Development
Grants to Municipalities (AS 37.05.315)
Grant Recipient:  Gustavus

Project Title: 

Gustavus - Ten Foot Oval Culvert at Wilson Road/State
Gravel Pit Crossing

State Funding Requested: $ 61,808 House District: 5 - C
One-Time Need

Brief Project Description:
Excavate adequate channels from the gravel pits, with crossings, to concentrate and convey runoff
away from the gravel pits; and to install a 10 ft. oval culvert where the runoff would pass into existing
drainage ditches down gradient from the road to eliminate flooding on Wilson Road.

Funding Plan: 
Total Cost of Project:  $61,808

Funding Secured Other Pending Requests Anticipated Future Need

Amount FY Amount FY Amount FY

There is no other funding needed

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
Wilson Road is a principal roadway maintained by the City of Gustavus.  Its 6 mile length connects the center of town to
several neighborhoods and businesses, including our electric utility, and it is the only thoroughfare through the entire
eastern sector of Gustavus, providing essential access for residents and businesses and delivery of City services such as
fire and emergency response.  The State of Alaska currently leases a gravel pit at Mile 2.1 of the road.  These pits, which
produce a sand-rich pit run aggregate, are a great benefit to the community, providing material necessary for rods
construction and maintenance, as well as aggregate for concrete.  The City is currently working with DNR to open up more
area for gravel extraction, as the current pits are becoming exhausted.

However, these gravel pits also present serious problems for Wilson Road.  The gravel pits, which lie north and up-drainage
of the road, now comprise a number of large and ever expanding ponds, as the water table in Gustavus is quite shallow and
any hole more than a few feet deep invariably fills with water.  These large ponds serve as catchments for rainfall and runoff
from the surrounding wetlands, but when they reach capacity there is no place for the water to run but down gradient toward
the road.  A shallow drainage channel extends from the ponds to two 36 inch culverts under the road, but they are
inadequate to handle substantial runoff, and invariably there are several events each year when a sheet-wash torrent
spreads over the road, extending as much as a mile along Wilson Road.  The road can become impassable for periods of
up to several days, severing access for residents to reach work, school and commerce, and precluding the City from
providing essential emergency services.  When the water subsides there is always significant damage to the roadway which
the City must repair at considerable expense.  
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This project developed by the Road Committee will be coordinated with the DOT cleaning of the airport ditch in the near
future. The City Council of Gustavus gives this proposal the HIGHEST priority with a letter of support from Mayor Klawunder
on behalf of the City of Gustavus.

Project Timeline:
Start as soon as funds available.  Project completion with in two months.

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
City of Gustavus

Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Contact Name:  Mayor Ken Klawunder
Phone Number:  907-697-2451
Address:  P.O. Box 1, Gustavus, AK, 99826
Email:  citycouncil3@gustavus-ak.gov

Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? X Yes No
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